




















Claudio Lo Jacono

Saladin
The Syrian Thunderbolt Who 
Reconquered Jerusalem from 
the Crusaders

pp. 252

Flavio Raviola

Pyrrhus
The Greek King from Epirus 
Who Challenged the Power  
of Rome

pp. 360

Claudio Lo Jacono 
teaches History of the Islamic Near East at 
the Orientale University in Naples and is the 
president of the Carlo Alfonso Nallino Istitu-
to per l’Oriente.

The Kurdish Sultan Salah ad-Din Yusuf – 
better known in the West as “Saladin” – is the 
main protagonist of the war between Crusad-
ers and Muslims. This book provides an ac-
count of this war up to the conclusion of the 
Third Crusade and Saladin’s sudden death. 
The author explores the lengthy conflict dur-
ing which Byzantines, European Christians 
and Seljuk Turks played important roles on 
the Middle Eastern scene. The after-effects of 
that war continue to shape world events.

Flavio Raviola
teaches Ancient Greek History, Economics 
and Society of the Greek World, and Histo-
ry of Greek Historiography at the Universi-
ty of Padova.

Pyrrhus was a belligerent Greek monarch 
who, relying on exceptional military prow-
ess, conceived risky yet feasible projects: cre-
ating a personal and dynastic dominion in 
Sicily, establishing a protectorate over Mag-
na Graecia, conquering the Macedonian 
throne, exercising hegemony over Greece. 
This account of his accomplishments com-
prises dreams, desire for power, strategic vi-
sion, delusions of royalty, and the realm of 
possibility. When Pyrrhus finally failed in 
Sicily and Greece, he barely did so. 



Tommaso  
di Carpegna Falconieri

Cola 
di Rienzo
The people’s Tribune who tried 
to restore Rome to its ancient 
splendour

pp. 316

Tommaso Braccini

Trebizond
The Enchanted Empire 
between History and Legend

pp. 200

New  edition

Cola di Rienzo (1313-1354) was the most famous 
Roman citizen of the Middle Ages. He was in con-
tact with the pope, the emperor, and Francis Pe-
trarch. He placed himself at the head of the Roman 
people, taking on the title of “Tribune Augustus”, 
with the aim to restore the city to its ancient splen-
dour. The author reconstructs the life of this am-
bitious, contradictory, mysterious and elusive man, 
from his first appearance in the complex political 
world of the time to the violent popular uprising 
during which he met his tragic end. The last chap-
ter provides an overview of Cola di Rienzo’s myth 
over the ensuing centuries.

Tommaso  
di Carpegna Falconieri
teaches Medieval History at the University of 
Urbino and is the president of the Società Roma-
na di Storia Patria. 

‘Of all medieval titles, none is more magical than that of Emperor of Trebizond’. This is how 
Sir Steven Runciman, the great Byzantinist, summed up the thousand-year fascination of the 
last Greek empire, which was formed in 1204 and fell in 1461. In two and a half centuries it 
became an international crossroads, fabulously wealthy, the centre of trade, ambassadorships, 
intrigues, magic. The book traces the history and legend of a tiny empire in reality, but a super-
power in the medieval and modern imagination.

Tommaso Braccini
teaches Classical Philology at the University of Siena.

Greek rights sold

Previous edition: French rights sold
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Guido Samarani

Mao 
Zedong
The Great Helmsman
who led China 
from revolution  
to socialism

pp. 300

Marcello Verga

Maria 
Theresa  
of Austria
First woman to ascend the 
Habsburg throne, protagonist 
of major reforms: history and 
myth of a sovereign

pp. 200

President, Great Helmsman, father of 
Chinese Communism and revolutionary 
and socialist China, ruthless and tyran-
nical leader: like every great protagonist 
in history, Mao Zedong has been the 
victim of different and antithetical judg-
ments. The book reconstructs his po-
litical and personal path, exploiting the 
vast amount of documents available, in 
Chinese and the main western languag-
es, and drawing on the most significant 
results of the historiographical debate in 
China and the West.

Guido Samarani 
was a Professor of History and Institu-
tions of Asia at the University Ca’ Foscari 
in Venice and is currently a Senior Re-
searcher there.

‘There are few sovereigns whose history 
must be written’ (Voltaire). Among them, 
certainly Maria Theresa. During her long 
reign, from 1740 to 1780, Austria, a Catho-
lic land inhabited by Germans, Italians, Slavs 
and Magyars, gained a new position on the 
European chessboard. The empress was able 
to mobilise the family as a resource for the 
strategies of the House of Habsburg: the 
marriages of sons and daughters became 
instruments of diplomatic alliances. Her 
myth, from the late 19th century to the 
present day, tells us much about the political 
cultures of the countries of Central Europe.

Marcello Verga 
teaches Modern History at the University of 
Florence and has served as the extraordinary 
commissioner of the Italian Historical Insti-
tute for Modern and Contemporary Age.
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Arnaldo Marcone

Vespasian
From Sabina to the throne  
of the Caesars: an unexpected 
saviour of the Empire

pp. 340

Marco Rocco

Limes
Living and Fighting  
at Rome’s Borders

pp. 256

Born in a village in the Upper Sabina to a family outside of Roman political life, Vespasian was 
an unexpected emperor. He managed to take advantage of the military skills that he demon-
strated in the Judean War and with a careful strategy he secured consensus in the army and 
in politics. He countered the excesses of the Julio-Claudians with his modesty, the key to the 
success of his principality. Between the pages of this book we relive the stages of his rise and 
the determination with which he developed his dynastic project.

Arnaldo Marcone 
teaches Roman History at Roma Tre University.

We cultivate a specific image of the Ro-
man limes: uninterrupted lines of palisades, 
walls, forts, and turrets, guarded night 
and day by thousands of soldiers. But was 
the dominion exercised by ancient Rome 
demarcated, always and everywhere, by 
well-defined borders? The author guides 
us through the history of Roman frontiers 
and their geopolitical framework, describes 
the soldiers who defended them over the 
centuries, explores the tools they used and 
the great works they erected, and focuses 
on the activities and tales that shaped cul-
tures and hybrid identities on the extreme 
borders of Rome.

Marco Rocco 
conducts teaching and research activities at 
the University of Padova. 












