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Livio Zerbini

Commodus

The Gladiator Emperor
Who Ushered In the Fall
of Rome

Profili

pp. 280 « € 28,00
ISBN 97888697383 19

3SV313d MiN

As with Caligula and Nero, ancient history studies have expressed a distinctly negative
judgement about Emperor Commodus, portraying him as a young man who was not only
inexperienced but also inept and utterly oblivious to the great responsibilities attached to

his role. He preferred luxury, the vices of an immoderate life, and an unbridled passion

for gladiatorial games. Still too young when he became emperor in 177 CE, Commodus
certainly did not possess the auctoritas of his father, Marcus Aurelius, nor the political
leadership qualities of other emperors of the Antonine dynasty. Yet he was not as weak of
character and indolent as ancient authors tend to portray him. In any case, the end of his rule
marked the beginning of the decline of the Roman Empire, plunged into a crisis that would
become increasingly irreversible in the decades to come.

Livio Zerbini

teaches Ancient Roman History at the
University of Ferrara, where he heads the
Laboratory for the Study of the Ancient
Danubian Provinces (LAD). He also
heads the Italian Archaeological

Missions in Georgia and

Romania.



Maria Nadia Covini

Ludovico
Maria
Sforza

“I Moro™s rise to power and
Milan court’s splendour at
the end of the 15th century

Profili

pp. 300 * € 30,00
ISBN 9788869738302

Ludovico Maria Sforza (1452-1508), also known as “il Moro”, was a leading figure in the
politics and culture of his time. Sforza’s rise to power, his personality and projects in the
fields of culture and art lay at the heart of the Milan court’s splendour at the end of the
15th century. Initially a marginal family member seemingly destined to play, at best, a
minor political role, he became the seventh Duke of Milan thanks to a skilful, patient and
sometimes ruthless strategy, overcoming pitfalls, obstacles, and a host of adversaries and
enemies. Among those who tried to thwart his ambitions, the most
successful was Louis of Orléans, who in 1495 opposed Sforza
in Lombardy and, in 1500, having become King of France,
defeated him and threw him into a prison near Tours,
where Sforza remained until the end of his days.

Maria Nadia Covini

teaches Medieval History at the
University of Milan.

Claudio Lo Jacono

Saladin

The Syrian Thunderbolt Who
Reconquered Jerusalem from
the Crusaders

Profili
pp. 252 « € 24,00

ISBN 9788869738364

The Kurdish Sultan Salah ad-Din Yusuf - better known in the West as “Saladin” - is the
main protagonist of the war between Crusaders and Muslims. This book provides an
account of this war up to the conclusion of the Third Crusade and Saladin’s sudden death.
The author explores the lengthy conflict during which Byzantines, European Christians
and Seljuk Turks played important roles on the Middle Eastern scene. The after-effects of
that war continue to shape world events.

Claudio Lo Jacono

teaches History of the Islamic Near East at the
Orientale University in Naples and is the
president of the Carlo Alfonso Nallino Istituto
per I'Oriente.
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Flavio Raviola

Pyrrhus

The Greek King from Epirus
Who Challenged the Power
of Rome

Profili

pp. 360 * €30,00
ISBN 9788869738357

Pyrrhus was a belligerent Greek monarch who, relying on exceptional military prowess,
conceived risky yet feasible projects: creating a personal and dynastic dominion in Sicily,

establishing a protectorate over Magna Graecia, conquering the Macedonian throne,
exercising hegemony over Greece. This account of his accomplishments comprises

dreams, desire for power, strategic vision, delusions of royalty, and the realm of possibility.

When Pyrrhus finally failed in Sicily and Greece, he barely did so.

Flavio Raviola

teaches Ancient Greek History,
Economics and Society of the
Greek World, and History of Greek
Historiography at the University of
Padova.

Tommaso
di Carpegna Falconieri

Cola
di Rienzo

The people’s Tribune who
tried to restore Rome to its
ancient splendour

IV Profili
(&
cdj; w op. 316 + €28,00
On ISBN 9788869738340

Cola di Rienzo (1313-1354) was the most
famous Roman citizen of the Middle Ages.
He was in contact with the pope, the emperor,
and Francis Petrarch. He placed himself at

the head of the Roman people, taking on the
title of “Tribune Augustus”, with the aim to
restore the city to its ancient splendour. The
author reconstructs the life of this ambitious,
contradictory, mysterious and elusive man,
from his first appearance in the complex
political world of the time to the violent
popular uprising during which he met his tragic
end. The last chapter provides an overview

of Cola di Rienzo’s myth over the ensuing
centuries.

Tommaso o

di Carpegna Falconieri

teaches Medieval History at the University
of Urbino and is the president of the Societa
Romana di Storia Patria.

Rights of the previous edition sold to French.

3SV3134 M3N



Tommaso Braccini Guido Samarani

Trebizond Mao
The Enchanted Empire Zed O n g

between History and Legend
The Great Helmsman

who led China
from revolution
to socialism
Piccoli Saggi Profili
pp. 200 « € 20,00 pp. 300 « € 30,00
ISBN 9788869738296 ISBN 9788869738272

‘Of all medieval titles, none is more magical than that of Emperor of Trebizond’. This President, Great Helmsman, father

is how Sir Steven Runciman, the great Byzantinist, summed up the thousand-year of Chinese Communism and

fascination of the last Greek empire, which was formed in 1204 and fell in 1461. In revolutionary and socialist China,

two and a half centuries it became an international crossroads, fabulously wealthy, ruthless and tyrannical leader: like

the centre of trade, ambassadorships, intrigues, magic. The book traces the history every great protagonist in history, Mao

and legend of a tiny empire in reality, but a superpower in the medieval and modern Zedong has been the victim of different

imagination. and antithetical judgments. The book
reconstructs his political and personal

Tommaso Braccini path, exploiting the vast amount of

documents available, in Chinese and
the main western languages, and

Greek rights sold. drawing on the most significant results
of the historiographical debate in China
and the West.

teaches Classical Philology at the University of Siena.

Guido Samarani

was a Professor of History and
Institutions of Asia at the University
Ca’ Foscari in Venice and is currently a
Senior Researcher there.

3SV3134 M3N



Marcello Verga

Maria
Theresa
of Austria

First woman to ascend the
Habsburg throne, protagonist
of major reforms: history and
myth of a sovereign

Profili

pp. 200 « € 22,00
ISBN 9788869738265

‘“There are few sovereigns whose history must be written’
(Voltaire). Among them, certainly Maria Theresa. During her long
reign, from 1740 to 1780, Austria, a Catholic land inhabited by
Germans, Italians, Slavs and Magyars, gained a new position on
the European chessboard. The empress was able to mobilise the
family as a resource for the strategies of the House of Habsburg:
the marriages of sons and daughters became instruments of
diplomatic alliances. Her myth, from the late 19th century to
the present day, tells us much about the political cultures of the
countries of Central Europe.

Marcello Verga

teaches Modern History at the University of
Florence and has served as the extraordinary
commissioner of the Italian Historical Institute
for Modern and Contemporary Age.

Arnaldo Marcone

Vespasian

From Sabina to the throne
of the Caesars: an unexpected
saviour of the Empire

Profili

pp. 340 « €34,00
ISBN 9788869738289

Born in a village in the Upper Sabina to a family outside of Roman political life,
Vespasian was an unexpected emperor. He managed to take advantage of the military
skills that he demonstrated in the Judean War and with a careful strategy he secured

consensus in the army and in politics. He countered the excesses of the Julio-

Claudians with his modesty, the key to the success of his principality. Between the

3SV3134 M3N

pages of this book we relive the stages of his rise and the determination with which

he developed his dynastic project.

Arnaldo Marcone

teaches Roman History at Roma Tre University.
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Marco Rocco

Limes

Living and Fighting
at Rome’s Borders

Piccoli Saggi

Pp. 256 * € 25,00
ISBN 9788869738333

We cultivate a specific image of

the Roman limes: uninterrupted

lines of palisades, walls, forts, and
turrets, guarded night and day by
thousands of soldiers. But was the
dominion exercised by ancient Rome
demarcated, always and everywhere,
by well-defined borders? The author
guides us through the history of
Roman frontiers and their geopolitical
framework, describes the soldiers who
defended them over the centuries,
explores the tools they used and the
great works they erected, and focuses
on the activities and tales that shaped
cultures and hybrid identities on the
extreme borders of Rome.

Marco Rocco

conducts teaching and research
activities at the University of Padova.

MYTHS

AND EARLY
ORIGINS
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A major medieval metropolis, Florence was
earlier an important Roman city. Its ancient
monuments were key elements for an elab-
orate foundation legend involving the myth-
ical figure of General Fiorino, who report-
edly established the first settlement on the
banks of the Arno. The memory of the early
medieval city developed around tales and lit-
urgies of the city’s bishops and saints, inter-
twined with the figures of Roman antiquity
and the ancient monuments to which they
sought to give a fresh meaning. Later, in the
age of Dante and Giovanni Villani, up to the
advent of Humanism, Florentine writers ap-
plied their creativity to the city’s foundation
and re-foundation myths, combining mod-
ernised legends, inventive interpretations,
and veritable fictions.

Lorenzo Tanzini teaches Medieval History at
the University of Cagliari.

Lorenzo Tanzini

Florence Before It
Became Florence

Myths and Early Origins
of the City on the Arno River

pp. 200

pp. 232

Giorgio Ravegnani

Ravenna Before It
Became Ravenna

Myths and Early Origins
of a Roman and Byzantine Capital

The history of Ravenna straddles the dividing
line between West and East. It became the
capital of the Roman West in 402 CE when,
under threat of Visigothic invasions, Emper-
or Honorius and his court moved there from
Milan. Ravenna remained the capital in the
final years of the Roman Empire and fos-
tered remarkable artistic developments. It
maintained a prominent role even during
the barbarian dominations and was then con-
quered by the Byzantines in 539 CE, during
the Gothic War. Under Byzantine rule, it was
then the seat of the exarchs, the governors of
imperial Italy, who ruled until 751 CE. This
book draws attention to the city’s twofold cul-
tural spirit.

Giorgio Ravegnaniformerly taught Medieval
History at the Ca’ Foscari University in Ven-
ice. He has written several publications about
the Byzantine civilization.

S3143S IHL NI M3N

pp. 252

Gianluca De Sanctis

Rome Before It
Became Rome

Myths and Early Origins
of the Eternal City

A sanctuary and refuge for outcasts, Rome
was a diverse city, the growth of which ow-
es much to its welcoming attitude towards
foreigners and losers of wars, as well as its
granting freedom to slaves. Viewed through
memories and foundation myths, this was
how the city appeared in its early days. In-
deed, many “Romes” preceded the city
founded by Romulus, yet there is one fea-
ture they all shared: an “open” constitution,
reflecting the city’s ability to embrace and in-
tegrate foreigners. Origin stories suggest that
Roman identity was earned by displaying so-
cial virtues, respecting the law, and observing
rules: a person could be born a Roman, but
an individual could also become one.

Gianluca De Sanctis teaches Roman History
at the University of Tuscia, based in Viterbo.

According to the myth, Naples arose where
a siren let herself die. The city preserves in
its name the mystery of a double foundation:
Neapolis is, in fact, the “new” city that suc-
ceeded Parthenope, an older settlement of
Cumaean origin. This book focuses on the
urban and architectural transformations that
affected the city’s original core, thus revising
its history up to the Roman age and high-
lighting the Greek legacy that one can still
experience in the city’s layout.

Emanuele Greco teaches Classical Archaeolo-
gy at the Orientale University in Naples.

Daniela Giampaola is the author of many
publications about archaeology in Naples.

Emanuele Greco & Daniela Giampaola

Naples Before It
Became Naples

Myths and Early Origins
of the City of Parthenope

pp. 208
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Reality and myth are conflated in medieval
historians’ accounts of Venice’s origins. The
only truly certain thing is that the city was
born Byzantine and remained so for several
centuries. Already in the 10th century, Ve-
netians had fostered the legend that their
city was founded in “a deserted, uninhabit-
ed and swampy place” at the time of Attila’s
invasion. In reality, it is not true that Vene-
tians had settled in a desolate territory; the
city was already inhabited in ancient Roman
times. The archipelago then gradually be-
came one of the most significant powers in
the Mediterranean.

Giorgio Ravegnani formerly taught Medi-
eval History at the Ca’ Foscari University in

SALERNO

Giorgio Ravegnani

Venice Before It
Became Venice

Myths and Early Origins
of the Lagoon City

GREAT
AUTHORS

pp. 160
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‘Of the Good Use of Betrayal’ is the title
of a famous book by Pierre Vidal-Naquet
on the figure and overflowing work of the
military commander, priest, historian Fla-
vius Josephus (born in 37 A.D. and lived
the reign of Trajan). Overflowing and it
has come down to us intact. How did the
extraordinary salvation, a unique case in all
Greek-language historiography of the four
centuries between Polybius and Cassius
Dion, take place? Who took charge of the
work and why?

Luciano Canfora is an Italian classical
philologist, hellenist, historian and es-
sayist. In 2020 he won the scientific his-
torical section of the 53rd edition of the
Acqui Storia Prize.

French rights sold

Luciano Canfora

Conversion

How Flavius Josephus
was Christianised

pp. 104

pp. 646

Luigi Mascilli Migliorini
Napoleon

‘Death is nothing but to live
defeated and without glory is to
die every day’

A contribution to the knowledge of one
of the most exciting figures in history. The
presentation, made compelling by refer-
ence to anecdotal details and authoritative
literary sources, rather than celebrating the
politician or the man of arms, tells the sto-
ry of the man, “spectator and actor” of his
own existence within the historical frame-
work in which he lived.

Luigi Mascilli Migliorini is an Italian histo-
rian, an expert in the Napoleonic period.

Worldwide Spanish
and French rights sold

pp. 280

Franco Cardini

The Sultan
and the Tsar

Two Empires in Comparison

At the beginning of the Early Modern
Age, the Ottoman Empire overlooked the
Mediterranean with the ambition to dom-
inate over Asia and Europe. The ‘second
Rome’, Istanbul, spread over two conti-
nents, embodies the universal dream of
the Caesars that the sultans inherited by
right of conquest. But from the cold plains
crossed by the great rivers, between the
Baltic and the Black Sea, the voice of a
‘third Rome’ arose: Moscow. And with it,
of a new power capable of looming over
East and West: the Empire of the Tsars.

Franco Cardini is an Italian historian spe-
cialised in the study of the Middle Ages.

Constantine is the first Christian emperor.
He is the sovereign who converted before
the battle of Ponte Milvio, after having
seen in heaven the cross with the inscrip-
tion In hoc signo vinces, and who put an end
to persecutions granting freedom of wor-
ship to Christians. But what do we really
know about him? In the past historiogra-
phy distrusted Constantine, but since the
last post-war period there has been a cli-
mate of admiration and deference towards
the protagonist of what many consider the
greatest historical turning point ever.

Alessandro Barbero is an Italian histo-
rian, novelist, and essayist. In 2005, the
Republic of France awarded Barbero with
the title of Chevalier de 'ordre des Arts et
des Lettres.

Alessandro Barbero

Constantine
the Winner

pp. 852
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pp. 384

Angelantonio Spagnoletti

Philip Il
of Spain

Philip IT (1527-1598) was a king in a Eu-
rope troubled by the clash of religions, a
peaceful ruler despite the wars he waged
throughout a long reign spanning almost
the entire second half of the 16th century.
He was committed to the defence of Ca-
tholicism and fought against heretics and
infidels. This biography of Philip II em-
phasises the dynastic and familial dimen-
sions within which political life in Spain
and 16th-century Europe unfolded.

Angelantonio Spagnoletti teaches Mod-
ern History at the University of Bari.

Victor Emmanuel II (1820-1878), the first
sovereign of the Kingdom of Italy, has
always been a controversial figure, inter-
preted through the filter of Risorgimento
passions. Glorified or demonised, with no
middle ground, he has long been trapped
in the shadows of this dichotomy. The au-
thor follows Victor Emmanuel’s life and
offers a comprehensive portrait of the man,
the monarch, and the world where he
lived and worked.

Adriano Viarengo is an accomplished
scholar of Italy’s Risorgimento.

Adriano Viarengo

Victor Emmanuel |l
of Italy

pp. 504

23
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A man of many talents, a renowned war-
rior and a major statesman, Andrea Doria
(1466-1560) was the last and most well-
known heir of a family whose affairs for
centuries were intertwined with those of
the city-state of Genoa. Prestigious and
cohesive, the Doria lineage expressed an
array of warrior-merchants, illustrious
politicians and refined intellectuals. The
family is linked to a specific idea of repub-
lican “libertas”. Andrea Doria would use
this idea as a basis for developing a system
of government and as a tool to protect
Genoa’s “liberty” to act throughout the
world.

Gabriella Airaldi, a scholar of Mediterra-
nean history and the history of interna-
tional relations, formerly taught Medieval
History at the University of Genova.

Gabriella Airaldi
Andrea Doria

pp. 256

pp. 400

Giuseppe Caridi

Charles Il
of Spain

A Bourbon sovereign embedded in the
political, socio-economic and ecclesiasti-
cal reality of Southern Italy and Spain in
the 18th century, Charles (1716-1788) ac-
quired valuable government experience
during his 25-year rule on the throne of
Naples. Later, at the head of the Spanish
Empire, the king surrounded himself with
loyal and proficient aides who supported
his efforts to establish an absolute monar-
chy extensively inspired by Enlightenment
principles.

Giuseppe Caridi teaches Modern History
at the University of Messina.

PROTAGONISTS
AND
EVENTS
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In 70 CE, Titus destroyed the Temple
in Jerusalem, thus radicalising the Jewish
communities in Antioch, Cyprus, Egypt
and Cyrenaica. During their exile, the
survivors of the catastrophe cultivated the
political and messianic hope of returning
to the land of Israel and rebuilding their
holy place, in a sort of new Exodus. Un-
der Emperor Trajan, conquests, diplomat-
ic manoeuvres, and bitter conflicts led the
Jewish communities in the vanquished
territories to revolt and give rise to a
bloody and destructive war, the repercus-
sions of which were experienced for cen-
turies on end.

Livia Capponi teaches Ancient History at
the University of Pavia.

Livia Capponi

The My ster?/
of the Temple

The Jews'Revolt
Against Trajan

pp. 144

pp. 104

Luciano Canfora

Caesar’s Eyes
Dante’s Latin Library

Who was the Caesar that Dante knew?
And what did Dante add to his legacy?
How can a conceptual structure centred
on the idea of empire be reconciled with
the appreciative emphasis Dante reserved
for Caesar’s sworn enemy, Cato Uticensis?
This short book develops an intellectual
and poetic labyrinth and draws the reason-
able conclusion that Dante’s complex and
admiring relationship with the so-called
classical world, especially with pagan cul-
ture, deserves a reassessment.

Luciano Canfora is professor emeritus at
the University of Bari.

pp. 232

Lorenzo Braccesi

Alexander
at a Crossroads

The Macedonians in Europe,
Asia and Carthage

What if Alexander had reached Carthage?
What if the Macedonians had crossed
the Otranto Canal and, a century later,
joined Hannibal in an expedition against
Rome? Even though history is not made
with “ifs”, the author investigates Mace-
donian expansion with a new outlook: a
circular conquest project, which is under-
stood here as Philip’s dream of extending
Macedon’s reach into the Mediterranean
area. The exploits of the Macedonians, an
indomitable people of Greek descent, are
here interpreted as a single grandiose en-
terprise enduring two centuries.

Lorenzo Braccesi formerly taught Greek
History at the Universities of Turin, Ven-
ice and Padova.

In Babylon, in June 323 BCE, the death
of Alexander the Great wreaked hav-
oc among the Macedonians: who was to
succeed him on the throne of one of the
largest empires in history? The two legit-
imate heirs were a son who had yet to be
born and a half-brother with a mental dis-
ability. The competition for Alexander’s
inheritance triggered a no-holds-barred
power struggle, effectively ushering in the
age of his successors who, after decades
of conflict, gave birth to the Hellenistic
kingdoms. Amid warlords, adventurers,
and belligerent queens, the age of the Dia-
dochi forever changed the course of Med-
iterranean history.

Omar Coloru teaches Greek History at the
University of Bari.

Omar Coloru

The Kingdom
of the Strongest

The Long Struggle for Alexander
the Great’s Empire
(4th-3rd Centuries BCE)

pp. 152
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Ultor patriaeque domusque, “avenger of
country and family”: that’s how the po-
et Silio Italico defines Publius Cornelius
Scipio, witness to the worst defeat in Ro-
man military history, who picked up the
legacy of his father killed in battle and
dedicated his life to owverturning the
fortunes of the ‘Hannibalic war,’ the Sec-
ond Punic War, a titanic clash of powers
for dominance over the ancient Mediter-
ranean.

Gastone Breccia teaches Byzantine Histo-
ry at the Faculty of Musicology in Cremo-
na, a branch of the University of Pavia.

Gastone Breccia

Scipio Africanus

The invincible
who made Rome great

pp. 356

pp. 240

Mario Lentano

Aeneas

The last of the Trojans,
the first of the Romans

The myth of Aeneas, protagonist of the Ae-
neid, is one of the tales that have made the
history of European culture over the last two
thousand years, decisively influencing the
collective imagination and fueling countless
rewritings, reinterpretations, iconographic
and theatrical interpretations, as well as an
endless series of studies to which research-
ers from all over the world give their con-
tribution. For the first time, Mario Lentano
approaches this central figure of our cultural
landscape in a biographical perspective.

Mario Lentano teaches Latin Language
and Literature at the University of Siena
where he is also a member of the Center
for Anthropology and the Ancient World.

pp. 388

Luca Fezzi

Pompey

Conqueror of the world, defender
of the res publica, tragic hero

Pompey the Great: adolescent execution-
er, king of the sea, new Alexander, trium-
phant across three continents, ‘triumvir,’
and ultimately ineffective defender of the
res publica against the former ally Gaius Ju-
lius Caesar. These are the main stages of
the extraordinary life of Gnaeus Pompeius
Magnus, for about two decades the most
powerful man in a Rome that ruled over
the entire Mediterranean. Treacherous-
ly killed by decision of the advisors of a
young king whom he himself had placed
on the throne, Pompey has inspired reflec-
tions from his contemporaries.

Luca Fezzi is an associate professor of Ro-
man History at the University of Padua.

Desiderius, the last king of the Longobards,
left his mark on the history of Italy through
his actions. Remembered as a barbarian, he
was the emblem and the final brilliance of
a civilization that flourished in Italy for two
centuries, leaving its traces in the artistic her-
itage of cities like Brescia, Pavia, Benevento
and Salerno. During his long reign, he was
initially protected by the Franks and a de-
fender of the papacy. He later became an ally
of Charlemagne, and eventually an enemy
of both the popes and Charlemagne.

Stefano Gasparri is an emeritus professor
who taught Medieval History and Early
Middle Ages History at the Department of
Humanities Studies at Ca’ Foscari University
in Venice.

Stefano Gasparri

Desiderius

The last king of the Longobards. He
fought against the popes and the
Franks for dominion over Italy.

pp. 256
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History often overlooks the lives of illus-
trious men who singularly remain in the
background of events, and this is the case
with Aetius, the last great general of Rome,
whose biography can be reconstructed with
significant gaps that often reveal only a dry
sequence of events. Aetius was the most
eminent general of his troubled era and can
certainly be defined as the last of the Ro-
mans, an ‘ancient Roman, who lived when
the empire had been reduced to a pale
shadow of what it once was.

Giorgio Ravegnani is an Italian Byzan-
tinist, a professor of Byzantine history at
Ca’ Foscari University in Venice.

Giorgio Ravegnani

Aetius

The last of the Romans, the
general who defeated Attila
before the fall of the Empire.

pp. 220

pp. 256

Alessandro Galimberti

Caracalla

Visionary, warrior, cruel, in
just six years he gave a new
dimension to the idea of Rome

Bald, of short stature, but endowed with a
powerful physique, he combined extraor-
dinary qualities with a fiery temperament
and a reluctance to compromise. Eager for
power and thus driven by deep hatred,
first against the prefect of the praetorian
guard Plautianus and then against his own
brother, he managed to maintain a good
relationship with his mother even after
the death of Geta, despite her having ex-
pressed her preferences for the latter.

Alessandro Galimberti is a full professor
of Roman History at the Catholic Univer-
sity of Milan and Brescia.
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Franca Landucci

Alexander the Great

Ambitious sovereign, invincible
warrior; the greatest conqueror
of all time

Alexander the Great is one of the few
historical figures that continue to inspire
biographies, works, and film adaptations:
this volume takes stock of the most recent
results achieved by research, updating and
sometimes completely revising the image
of the great Macedonian ruler, whose death
marks the end of the classical age and the
beginning of the Hellenistic era, which is
a universalistic age that, in many aspects,
resembles the globalization of our present
days and has been long underestimated by
modern scholars.

Franca Landucci is a historian, specialised
in the history and historiography of the 4th
century and the early Hellenistic period.

Mark Antony belongs to the history of
the defeated. His conduct was defamed by
political adversaries, first Cicero and then
Octavian; his memory was subject to era-
sure through a Senate decree; his image
was handed down to posterity tainted by
the manipulation of the victor, the future
Augustus: from this emerged the image of
a skilled Roman general, subdued by his
love for the queen of Egypt, Cleopatra,
corrupted by the decadence of the East,
falling prey to excesses of wine, food, lux-
ury, and sex.

Giovannella Cresci Marrone is an emer-
itus professor of Roman History and Lat-
in Epigraphy at Ca’ Foscari University of
Venice.

Giovannella Cresci Marrone

Mark Antony

The ‘inimitable’ life of the
triumvir who contested the
Empire
with Octavian
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Oppressed by its internal troubles and
threatened by barbarian invasions, by the
middle of the third century, the Roman
world was an aging organism on the brink
of collapse. Diocletian rose from obscuri-
ty to the heights of his career, seized the
empire through violence, and ruled with
fierce determination for over twenty years,
from 284 to 305. But the grandeur of pow-
er did not alter his nature: he remained a
soldier throughout.

Umberto Roberto is an Italian historian,
author of monographs and contributor to
the RAI broadcasts ‘Passato e Presente’ and
‘Il tempo e la storia’.

Umberto Roberto

Diocletian

The charismatic and authoritative
prince, savior of the Empire,
who abdicated in search
of peace and silence
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Who is Livia? The one painted to us in
strong negative colors by Tacitus or the
one, instead, who shines out, almost sanc-
tified, from the tradition inspired by Au-
gustan propaganda? In fact, both perspec-
tives coexist and in an exaggerated form.
Livia is, in fact, a two-faced character, and
for this reason all the more difficult to de-
crypt in the secret of her being.

is an Italian Hellenist
who has taught at the Universities of Tu-
rin, Venice and Padua.
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Lorenzo Braccesi

The dream of the last queen of the East
was to see the rebirth of a great Hellenistic
kingdom from the Nile to the Bosporus,
more extensive than that of Cleopatra, but
her aspiration was shattered by an error of
political judgement: having considered the
empire of Rome close to disintegration.
The last act of Aurelian’s eastern campaigns
took place right under the walls of Palmyra,
the outcome was the defeat of Queen Ze-
nobia and her deportation to Rome, where
the emperor forced her to parade as a sym-
bol of his triumph.

is an Italian Hellenist
who has taught at the Universities of Tu-
rin, Venice and Padua.
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Stefano Tabacchi

In recent years, the traditional image of
Maria de’ Medici conveyed by the nine-
teenth- and twentieth-century historiogra-
phy that held her enslaved to Spanish and
papal politics and incapable of achieving
the affirmation of monarchical absolutism
has been the subject of profound revision.
The regency of Maria is today seen as a de-
cisive moment in the transition from mon-
archy to absolute monarchy, both from a
strictly political point of view and cultural
and intellectual profile.

, historian, serves as a
parliamentary advisor at the Chamber of
Deputies.

In 1901 the Byzantinist Charles Diehl
wrote that few historical figures are more
difficult to judge than the Emperor Justin-
ian. At the same time we can say very well
about him and very bad and to justify the
bad as the good evidence seems to multi-
ply. The modern historian is perhaps less
sensitive to his moral categories, but what
he says is undoubtedly true. If, however,
it is difficult to judge Justinian, it is even
more so with his wife Theodora.

is an Italian Byzan-
tinist, Professor of Byzantine history at
Ca’ Foscari University in Venice.

Giorgio Ravegnani
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Queen consort far from passive and be-
hind the scenes, her figure lends itself to
the analysis of the female contribution to
the realisation of the European monarchi-
cal sovereignty, in tune with the attention
of more recent historiography to female
kingship, the role of queen consorts as
well as the influence of women in the
construction of the courts. The stories of
Elisabetta Farnese should in fact be placed
in a framework of studies that has been
profoundly renewed in recent decades.

is a full professor at the
University of Campania ‘L. Vanvitell?’,
where he currently serves as the director
of the Department of Arts, Humanities
and Cultural Heritage.

Giulio Sodano
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Paolo Golinelli

The extraordinary story of a woman of
great temperament, with an innate ap-
titude for leadership, is set in one of the
most intense periods in Europe. The sto-
ry of the powerful Matilda (1046-1115)
and of Canossa that span the entire sec-
ond millennium, in the exaltation of great
poets such as Dante and Petrarch, Arios-
to and Tasso, Carducci and Pascoli, and
in the scorn of anti-catholic polemicists,
from the Centuriators of Magdeburg to
Voltaire to Bismarck, who made going to
Canossa a proverbial expression.

is an Italian historian and
biographer. For decades, he has been ex-
tensively studying Matilda of Canossa.
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Marisa Ranieri Panetta

Role models for Roman women, the ob-
ject of criticism by ancient historians, pro-
tagonists in the centre of power: they are
the wives and mothers who flanked spous-
es and children on the throne, influencing
political choices, social and cultural inno-
vations. The biographical profiles of Cleo-
patra, Livia, Agrippina the Younger, Ploti-
na, Julia Domna and her granddaughters
describe also the urban transformations of
Rome, the changes in art and fashions.

lives and works
in Rome. She is an archaeologist, essayist
and journalist for “I'Espresso” and “Ar-
cheo”. For thirty years, she has been dedi-
cated to scientific dissemination.

Fighters and leaders, queens and influ-
ential advisors, women reaching the
heights of power in ancient societies are
not forgiven strength, character and tal-
ent. When a woman exercises functions
that, for millennia, have been exclusively
the prerogative of men, the defamation
machine strikes her, because the success
of women arouses distrust and envy. En-
dowed with charm, charisma and bursting
vitality, these out-of-the-ordinary figures
appear to us as undisputed protagonists in
a world that was hostile to them.

is an Italian Hellenist
who has taught at the Universities of Turin,
Venice and Padua.

Lorenzo Braccesi
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Olympias was among the most charismatic
and influential figures of the ancient world,
she played a fundamental role in Greek his-
tory, as the wife of Philip the Macedonian
and mother of Alexander the Great. She
lived in an age of expansion for the Mace-
donian consort; in which the Epirus of her
brother, the Molossus, projected itself onto
the Italiot West, establishing relations with
Rome; in which his son, Alexander pro-
claimed himself successor to the ecumenical
empire of the Persians, exporting a new cul-
ture, which was to be Hellenistic.

is an Italian Hellenist
who has taught at the Universities of Tu-
rin, Venice and Padua.

Lorenzo Braccesi
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Marco Natalizi

An absolutist masquerading as an en-
lightened one? Or the most courageous
interpreter of Russia’s history, capable of
translating the most advanced ideas of the
second half of the 18th century into a fruit-
ful season of government? Since her acces-
sion to the throne Catherine II of Russia
has been the prisoner of a contradictory
myth. In delineating her figure it has not
always been easy for biographers to es-
cape the allure of the legends accumulated
around her character and her work.

teaches Eastern European
History at the Faculty of Arts and Philoso-
phy in Arezzo.
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Francesca Rohr Vio

In ancient Rome, women never had access
to political careers. The model of behavior
proposed to matrons excluded them from
any participation in community life, iden-
tifying the home as the seat of women’s
activities. Nevertheless, between the end
of the II and I centuries B.C., men de-
serted the traditional seats of institution-
al life, more and more frequently private
residences became the place for decisions
and matrons took the place of their men,
intervening in matters of state.

teaches Roman His-
tory and History of Women in the Roman
World at Ca’ Foscari University in Venice.

Artemisia, lady of Halicarnassus, was at
the head of the Carian fleet that confront-
ed the Athenians at Salamis; of her Hero-
dotus narrates the exploits performed
under the banner of Xerxes, the King of
Kings. She led the fastest ships that the
Persian fleet could boast after those of the
Sidonians. She was at the side of the Ach-
aemenid king as a valuable and cunning
ally. Her advice was often decisive: she
convinced Xerxes to desist from continu-
ing in the desperate conquest of Hellas.

is an Italian Hellenist
who has taught at the Universities of Tu-
rin, Venice and Padua.
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4.0

Marie Antoinette and Maria Carolina,
daughters of Maria Theresa of Austria, were
the last born of a generation of heirs that the
‘mother-in-law’ of Europe played as pawns
on the chessboard of the continent. The
marriage policy of the Empress of the Holy
Roman Empire had united two capitals, Par-
is and Naples, where the two queen sisters
became among the most famous, criticised
and feared sovereigns of the time, capable of
exercising in different measures the power
of absolute monarchy alongside inadequate
consorts.

is an Italian historian
and writer. She specialized in historical re-
search related to the 18th century in Naples
and the Parthenopean Republic of 1799.

Antonella Orefice
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