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METTERNICH

Prince Metternich is remembered not only as a fierce opponent
of the italian Risorgimento, but as a tenacious champion of con-
servation in a Burope trying to rebuild itself after the great ad-
ventures of the Revolution and of ‘Napoleonic Empire.

Born in one of the most peaceful place in the heart of Europe
- the Rhine Valley - he retains throughout its existence, the ex-
perience of that world in a poor but peaceful balance. The loss
of the family property forces him to move to Vienna where he
began a diplomat career that will always be marked by that ini-
tial rupture. Came at the top of Habsburg policy, Metternich, in
fact, devote all his efforts to the construction and maintenance
of a balance between the great powers of Europe, that takes
it away from the devastation caused by the French Revolution

and the Napoleonic Wars. His masterpiece is the Congress of
Vienna, in which the laborious achievement of an agreement
between winners and losers will provide Europe with a long cen-
tury of peace. The Bicentennial of the Congress (1814-2014)
adds, therefore, actuality at this biography, through which it is
not difficult to grasp some major issues: Germany’s role as he-
gemonic power, the fragility of Italian unity, the difficulty of a
union of the European peoples, who are still at the center of
today’s debate.

Luict MasciLu MiGLIorINI, is a professor of Modern history and
one of the leading specialists of the Revolutionary and Roman-
tic period in Europe. His biography of Napoleon, published in
this same series, and translated into French, won the Grand Prix
of the “Fondation Napoléon”.
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