GENNARO MARIA BARBU“‘ M AC H I AV E L L I

On the occasion of the 500" anniversary of the
Principe a new political and intellectual biography of
Machiavelli. The Secretary rouses interest especially
in the most difficult and crucial periods of the mo-
e dern BEuropean history: from the war of religions to
con entusias the building of the modern state; to the revolutio-
¢ dedizione gior . .. . . .
dopo gior nary and post-revolutionary crisis, until the Risorgi-
mento and the tragic 900!

Nowadays reading Machiavelli is a strong experien-
ce, as his genius has revealed, new and unexpected
characteristic of our politics, that is always neces-
sary to deal with. The Machiavellian politics is the
searching for a common good, expressed in laws,
not for a profit of the individual, but for the res
publica. To realize his idea, Machiavelli doesn’t shy
away even from the most dramatic and hazardous

hypothesis such as the one of principality.

Gennaro M. Barsuto, teaches History of Political
Thought at the University “Federico II”” of Naples.
Among his publications, Machiavelli e i totalitarismi,
2005.
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