
LEOPARDI
The most modern and up-to-date ‘profile’ today 
available on Leopardi.
The real profile of  Giacomo Leopardi (1798-1837) 
defies any attempt at easy definition: a poet of  pes-
simism and pain? Cantor of  negation and the exi-
stential void? This monograph answers the need for 
a rethinking in an organic way, of  his shape, in the 
light of  the most important contributions of  recent 
studies. Multiforme and unsystematic writer, Leo-
pardi finds its most characteristic style in an activity 
prodigiously prismatic, which Tellini follows with his 
elegant touch in all his expressions: from the poet, 
to the prose writer and diarist - and even to philoso-
pher, scholar, translator.
Therefore a biography that, thanks to a very care-
ful and original reconstruction of  the poet – rich of  
facts, experiences and persons – adds important new 
details to the image of  Leopardi, man and thinker.

Gino Tellini teaches Italian Literature at the Universi-
ty of  Florence. Among his recent works: Le Muse in-
quiete dei moderni. Pascoli, Svevo, Palazzeschi e altri (2006).
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